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pay him the highest compliment by imitating his
manner and his tone.
One and all from the highest to the lowest are
full of a curious wonder as they gaze after His
Excellency ; but this attitude does not spring from
any feeling of envy* Among all classes there is
covetousness of wealth and a desire to possess it;
and this in shown in the usual ways of robbery and
over-reaching; but the envy of social position is
unknown in a country that is fast bound in the
inexorable fetters of the caste system,
No one, from the Brahman passing along the
road at his ease to the pariah widow selling betel-
leaf and areca-nut under the portia trees, envies the
Governor his high position; no one grudges him
his brilliant escort of Lancers, his horses and
carriages, his palace with its pillared verandahs
and spacious rooms nor his numerous servants*
But all alike, from the Brahman downwards, would
have no objection to dip a hand into the Treasury
chest, that the Governor helps to control.
Caste and the doctrine of fatalism in India
combine to keep the units of humanity in their
places, and to promote a contentment and resigna-
tion at which the European never ceases to marvel
Advocates of progress gird against the paralysing